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The Clapham Society
Newsletter

Our regular monthly meetings are held at Clapham 
Manor Primary School, Belmont Road, SW4. The 
hall is open from 7.30 pm when coffee and tea are 
normally available. The talk begins promptly at 
8 pm and most meetings fi nish by 9.30 pm. Please 
try to arrive before the talk starts as latecomers are 
disturbing for both audience and speaker.
All meetings are open to non-members and are free 
of charge. Please bring your friends along.

Wednesday 18 June
Biodiversity, trees and the Common. An illustrated 
talk presented by members of the Society’s  Common 
and Open Spaces sub-committee which will cover urban 
wildlife, Clapham’s trees and their history, and the 
future.

Wednesday 2 July
Summer Party. This year’s party will be held at 21 
Clapham Common West Side, by kind permission of 
Annabel and Stephen Allott. A ticket application form is 
on the back page of this newsletter. Numbers are limited, 
so early application is recommended.

There are no meetings in July and August, but they 
are replaced by the following walks.

Wednesday 16 July  
Historic Clapham. A repeat of our popular walk round 
the centre of historic Clapham, including The Polygon, 
Old Town, Rectory Grove, St Paul’s Church, Trinity 
Hospice and Holy Trinity Church. Led by David Perkin. 
Meet at 6.30 pm outside Clapham Library, Clapham 
Common North Side. 

Wednesday 20 August
Changing Clapham. A new walk visiting sites of the 
current major leisure and housing developments. Led by 
Peter Jefferson Smith. Time and meeting place as above.

Our regular meetings resume on:

Wednesday 17 September
Underground London. An illustrated talk about the 
wartime deep shelters in the Clapham area, including 
their history and the various uses to which they have 
been put.

On the Bandstand 

Sunday 1 June at 12 noon. Lambeth Community Performing Arts 
presents music and dance performances by young people. 
Saturday 7 June at 4 pm. South London Theatre present Alan 
Ayckbourn’s Gosforth’s Fete. Publican Gosforth is running the village 
gala, where everything goes wrong and gradually the well-choreographed 
chaos develops into a full-blown farce.
Sunday 8 June at 1.45 pm. Beacontree Brass Band.
Tuesday 10 June at 4 pm. A concert by the Finnish Chamber Choir, 
Gaudete!
Saturday 14 June at 4 pm. Another chance to see South London 
Theatre’s Gosforth’s Fete.
Sunday 22 June at 3.30 pm. Windrush celebrations. An event marking 
60 years since the SS Empire Windrush arrived in the UK bringing 
immigrants from the Caribbean.
Saturday 5 July at 12 noon. Picnic Rocks.  A family fun day with 
entertainment from live bands. Organised by Subway. Details at 
www.picnicrocks.co.uk. 
Thursday 10 July at 7.30 pm. The London School of Samba presents 
a Rio Carnival style evening with Brazilian rhythmic percussion and 
costumed dancers. 

Events planned for July, August and September will be shown in our next 
newsletter. Further events are being added all the time and for the latest 
listings you should go to www.lambeth.gov.uk/bandstands or telephone 
020 7926 1017. Also check the notice board near the bandstand, and fl yers 
will be available at the bandstand café and other local venues.

Garden 
Open  If 
you don’t want 
to go further 
afi eld to visit 
gardens during 
Open Garden 
Squares 
weekend on 
Saturday 
7 June and 
Sunday 8 June 
(see May newsletter for details) you can stay in Clapham to see Paddy 
and Sue Sumners’ garden at 17 Crescent Lane, which is open on Sunday 
8 June from 3 to 6 pm. This is the fi rst year of opening for this local 
garden, which has mainly blue and white planting, and is designed to be 
(almost) dog-proof. Admission £2. Homemade teas.



On the Common
The quality of the water in Mount Pond is once more causing 
concern. The initial casualties were crayfi sh. The Environment 
Agency was contacted by the anglers and a re-oxygenation 
programme was begun. During this process a number of dead 
eels were found. It is hoped that a full investigation of the pond, 
including silt testing will begin shortly.

The following large events are to be held on the Common 
during the summer:
Sunday 15 June London to Brighton Bike Ride. Early morning 
start. (Approximate attendance 27,000) 
Saturday 26 July and Sunday 27 July Ben and Jerry Sundae. 
12 noon to 8 pm. (10,000) 
Saturday 23 August and Sunday 24 August Clapham 
Weekender. 12 noon to 9 pm (20,000) 

Closing down 
A long established Clapham shop closed down recently. Alf 
McConnochie (‘Mac’) had been running the television repair 
and rental shop (THS) in Clapham Park Road since 1956. Older 
Clapham residents may remember the days when they rented 
their television from Mac, or took in their own set for repair. But 
times have changed, televisions are normally bought not rented 
and they can no longer be repaired locally. And after all these 
years Mac is ready for retirement. We wish him well and await 
the new arrival on this good little corner site.

Opening up
A smart new gallery and creative agency opened recently in 
Wilberforce Mews, Stonhouse Street. The opening exhibition 
at the Heard Gallery, appropriately entitled Brand Spanking 
New, includes Pencil Bench, a beautiful polished walnut bench 
with rows of spring-loaded pink pencils with erasers. Another 
interesting exhibit is a copy of Vivienne Westwood’s Opus – a 
limited edition publication celebrating the Clapham-resident 
fashion icon. The exhibition runs until 9 June.

Tim Heard has moved his agency, which specialises in design, 
brand positioning and research, from the city to be nearer to his 
Clapham home and to enable him to add a gallery. Watch out for 
an exciting programme of exhibitions.

Loft and basement conversions 
Few of us can have failed to notice the extraordinary burst in 
these activities everywhere. The high value of property and easy 
borrowing (until very recently) have spawned a new line of 
specialist builders who offer to increase the volume of your house 
enormously by undermining and underpinning foundations (at 
equally enormous cost and risk – a house on Clapham Common 
West Side collapsed in the process recently) in order to create a 
new subterranean level. But basements don’t usually impact on 
architectural character so much as loft conversions may.   
About 75% of the planning applications presently considered 
by the Planning sub-committee each month are for lofts and 
roof extensions. Some of the specialist fi rms have been around 
for ages and should know what the local authority is likely to 
approve or otherwise. However that does not stop them indulging 
in quite aggressive salesmanship and some of our members have 
paid for planning applications which they should have been told 
would not succeed. Exceeding ridge heights, excessive dormer 
windows and a general inability to take the architectural character 
of a house and/or its context into account are typical causes of 
failure. 

If you must extend, please do it sensitively and beware 
of being promised the unacceptable. The Planning sub-
committee were thinking of offering pre-application advice (to 
our members only) but the need for this has somewhat faded 
because Lambeth Council cabinet has recently approved their 
Supplementary Planning Document (SPD) entitled Residential 
Alterations and Extensions (go to www.lambeth.gov.uk/Services/
HousingPlanning/Planning/PlanningPolicy/SupplementaryPlan
ningDocuments%28SPDs%29.htm or write to Phoenix House, 
10 Wandsworth Road, London SW8 2LL).  It gives a clear 
indication of what the planners will and won’t readily agree to 
and formalises the principles which they have been applying for 
some time now. 

The Society was consulted on these guidelines and generally 
supported the advice proposed. Unless you instruct your 
specialist contractor otherwise, we see no reason to pay for a 
planning application which is ignorant of these guidelines. 

John Adams 

BBC Antiques Roadshow
The Antiques Roadshow, with the new presenter, Fiona Bruce, 
will be at Dulwich Picture Gallery on Thursday 19 June. Doors 
open from 9.30 am to 4.30 pm, though fi lming will continue until 
7.00 pm, after which the gallery will be open for the regular late 
night opening. The theme for this month’s late opening is China, 
centred on the current exhibition, The Lion and the Dragon.

Visitors should bring their treasures to the experts at the 
gallery on the day but if they have large pieces of furniture and/
or bulky antiques they can’t carry, the Antiques Roadshow may 
be able to help. For more information go to www.bbc.co.uk/
antiques. Admission is free.

Conservation and Change 
Following hard on Paul Bassi’s departure (See May newsletter) 
comes news that Michael Copeman, leader of Lambeth’s 
Conservation and Urban Design Team, will have left by the time 
you read this. He had been in the job for fi ve years during which 
time he had built an important working relationship with this 
Society – usually a supportive one! 
 During this time we have seen the appearance of the fi rst 

New members We welcomed the following new members this 
month: Rachel and Thomas Chetwood, David and Joanna Ellis-
Jones, Richard Featherstone, Kevin Martin, Kenneth Powell. 

Conservation Area Statements, which provide a highly necessary 
analysis of each area’s particular architectural and historic 
character, together with Supplementary Planning Documents: 
Shopfronts and Signage and, just out, Residential Alterations and 
Extensions. He will take with him a valuable resource, which is 
his memory of local casework. We miss him, wish him luck, and 
pray that Lambeth may fi nd someone capable of fi lling his shoes 
quickly.



Tim Beaumont – An Old Friend  
It takes a rather special man to get the full page obituary in every 
serious newspaper, so there is little need here to say again how 
special Tim was, and how truly remarkable, and various, and 
surprising his life. But Tim, Lord Beaumont of Whitley of the 
Liberals and then the Greens, Father Tim in the parish, was also 
an old personal friend.

Clare and I had fi rst met Tim and his wife, Mary Rose, some 
30 years ago, brought together by our mutual interests in the 
visual arts. They were then still fi rmly ensconced in that far 
North of England which is Hampstead, and it is not too much 
to say that we had quite a hand in bringing them South across 
the river, where they, as we felt, properly belonged. Those obits 
told of the several moves by which they came down from those 
famously intellectual heights to these only slightly less elevated 
parts: but, when Tim gave up his living at North Kew in the early 
90s, it was Clare who found the house for them, as our numerical 
neighbours in Elms Road, where we were then living. They were 
to spend more years there than anywhere else they had ever been 
together.

In their utterly contrasting ways – she so chic and tiny, he, 
well, so big and bearded –Tim and Mary Rose became at once 
familiar, central fi gures in our little village along Abbeville 
Road. And Tim took on the active local role of assistant priest 
at the Church of The Holy Spirit around the corner, boxing-and-
coxing with his duties in the Lords. He it was who established 
the regular 9 o’clock Communion for those of us unable, or 
unwilling, to face the more boisterous rigours of 10.30, and 
around him a small, loyal congregation came together, a stable 
yet fl uid set of regulars of a dozen or so. The services he took 
were always an adventure and latterly, as he became ever 
unsteadier on his feet, an anxiety. Strange crashes would come 
from the vestry, candles remain unlit, wafers be dropped, papers 
shuffl ed – an angel once fell off its perch above the altar, to 
everyone’s alarm but his. His sermons were as idiosyncratic 

Common Fayre
London’s largest church Fayre takes place at Holy Trinity 
Church on Saturday 21 June from 11 am to 5 pm. Attractions 
include a dog show, tombola, donkey rides, bouncy castle, 
games, food, raffl e, musical entertainment and many stalls 
(including a Clapham Society one where you can catch up with 
our publications). This year the proceeds will be shared between 
Holy Trinity Church and Emmaus South Lambeth, the local 
branch of a national charity. Emmaus tackles the problems of 
homelessness through a network of self-supporting communities, 
where people are offered a home, job and a sense of belonging. 
(www,emmaus.org.uk/south-lambeth)

Problems?  It is with dismay that we notice that work has 
stopped on the former Cannons site in Macaulay Road, and we 
understand that the site is for sale. 

Visit Trinity Hospice new centre 
Work is proceeding apace on the new inpatient centre for Trinity 
Hospice. The roof is now on and interior fi tting in progress. We 
hope to offer members the opportunity to see round the new 
building when it is completed and before patients are moved in. 
We expect this will be during August, so watch out for the full 
details in our next newsletter. 

Meanwhile fundraising continues, not only for the building 
but for special baths, hoists, beds, cutlery and so on. If you would 
like to help contact Frances Maxted on 020 7787 1086 or email: 
fmaxted@trinityhospice.org. 

Evening Recital 
On Friday 4 July at 7.30 pm students from the Royal 
College and Royal Academy of Music including the Alea 
Quartet and local Clapham musicians, Amanda Lake (violin) and 
Jessica Maryon Davies (piano) will give a concert at St Paul’s 
Church, Rectory Grove. The programme will include works by 
Haydn, Puccini, Gershwin, Piazzola, Chausson and more.

 The proceeds will go to Trinity Hospice and towards an 
inaugural Clapham concert series to take place in the autumn. 
Tickets are £8, concessions £5, under 12s £2 from the Box 
Offi ce: 07766 910880.

and unexpected as himself – erudite, wise, funny, personal: an 
acquired taste perhaps, but one worth acquiring. If he was not 
taking the service himself, he was always there if health or travel 
allowed.

 To the last he insisted on attending, and it happily fell to me 
to heave him into and out of my car to get him there. The last 
time I did so, indeed the last time I saw him, was the day before 
he was taken back fi nally to St Thomas’s, when he seemed to me 
to be quicker and surer on his feet, if only by a little. The shade 
of this gruff, humorous, generous, diffi cult, remarkable man will, 
I like to think, still walk his little corner of Clapham, shambling 
up the road to church in his white cassock in the quiet of an early 
Sunday morning, blithely indifferent to rain, shine or cold, and 
singing to himself, as we sang at his memorial service, ‘a song of 
the saints of God’.      
              William Packer 



If you have any queries about The Clapham Society or have news of local events, please contact the appropriate person below:

Chair                                        Alison Macnair
119 Clapham Manor Street SW4 6DR
Email: alisonmacnair@fastmail.co.uk
Vice-Chairman and Events    John How
26 Lynette Avenue, London SW4 9HD       
Tel/Fax: 020 8673 3945 
Email: john@jh995.freeserve.co.uk
Treasurer                                 David Brown 
15 Turret Grove, London SW4 0ES       
Tel: 020 7720 7536
Membership Secretary          Jennifer Everett
30 Trinity Close, London SW4 0JD             
Tel: 020 7627 4770
Details of  meetings, activities and a full list of our publications are on The Clapham Society web site at www.claphamsociety.com

Secretary                                 Jill Cramphorn
552 Wandsworth Road, London SW8 3JX   
Tel/Fax: 020 7720 3343
Planning Matters                      Philip Ashford 
45 Rodenhurst Road, London SW4 8AE     
Tel: 020 8674 1727  Email: pjashford@yahoo.co.uk
Common and Open Spaces       Anna Jefferson Smith
22 Iveley Road, London SW4 0EW            
Tel: 020 7622 8285   Email: annajs@mac.com
Newsletter and Publications       Alyson Wilson 
22 Crescent Grove, London SW4 7AH      
Tel: 020 7622 6360  Fax: 020 7622 7899
Email: alysonwilson.sw4@virgin.net         

Southbank Centre
At our April meeting, Ian Blackburn, 
Director of Capital Projects at the 
Southbank Centre, gave an interesting 
presentation on the history and continuing 
development of the various buildings on 
the south bank of the River Thames, now 
known as Southbank Centre. The main 
focus of interest was the refurbished Royal 
Festival Hall which reopened last year.

We learnt that of the buildings on the 
27-acre site of the 1951 Festival of Britain 
this is the only survival – in fact, the 
only building intended to be permanent. 
A planned second, smaller auditorium 
was not built due to shortage of time 
and money as well as the fact that it 
would have adversely affected the view 
from the Houses of Parliament, and the 
space was taken up by the ballroom. The 
second auditorium, by then a completely 
separate building, the Queen Elizabeth 
Hall, was eventually built in the 1960s 
and the Hayward Gallery was added 
later. By the 1990s the Festival Hall was 
looking tired; various alterations had 
compromised the style of the building, 
pedestrian fl ows along the South Bank 
had changed dramatically since the 1950s 
and the acoustics of the hall left much to 
be desired. A £115 million refurbishment 
started in 2004, with a tight timetable: the 
hall was closed in June 2005 and reopened 
in June 2007. Before the closure a new 
block was built alongside Hungerford 
Bridge to accommodate staff displaced 
by reclaiming the spaces they had spread 
in to within the original building, and the 
ground fl oor of this block and the river 
frontage of the hall itself was let to cafés 

and restaurants.
As a result of the refurbishment foyer 

space has been increased by 35%, the 
auditorium, stage, seating and acoustics 
improved whilst respecting and in 
some cases restoring original features. 
Environmentally friendly ventilation, 
cooling and heating systems have 
been introduced including the use of 
a 130-metre borehole. We saw charts 
demonstrating the acoustic improvements 
and comparisons with other concert halls 
worldwide.

Our speaker went on to explain briefl y 
the next steps planned for the area, which 
include some alterations to the Hayward 
Gallery, bringing the entrances to ground 
level and adding some retail space, the 
removal of the British Film Institute to a 
new building on the Hungerford Car Park, 
and landscaping of Jubilee Gardens. It is 
also hoped that a new artists’ colony might 
be established in the area. 

To a question about the future of the 
skateboarders under the walkways Mr 
Blackburn replied that they would not be 
dislodged as long as they behaved well. 
He suggested that members concerned 
about the evening closure of the Waterloo 
Road entrance to the underground station 
should address their complaints to the 
South Bank Employers Group (SBEG). 
The question of reinstating the Skylon, the 
iconic Festival of Britain attraction, had, 
he said, been considered and discounted. 
Some members recalled the excitement of 
attending the 1951 Festival.

An excellent account of the Festival 
of Britain and of the building and 
refurbishment of the Royal Festival Hall 

is given in a well-illustrated paperback 
book entitled A Festival on the River, by 
Charlotte Mullins, which was published 
to coincide with the reopening in 2007. 
Available from bookshops, price £9.99.

SUMMER PARTY TICKET APPLICATION FORM
Summer party at 21 Clapham Common West Side on Wednesday 2 July 6.30 – 8.30 pm.  Drinks and canapés.

Please send me …………..tickets @ £12 each Cheque for ……......……payable to the Clapham Society to:
Alyson Wilson, 22 Crescent Grove, London SW4 7AH.
with a stamped addressed envelope please  Name................................................................ Tel no ..........................................

cut here ……………………………………………..............................................................................................................................................………..

Calling all 
photographers
If you fancy winning £1000 to spend at 
Jessops and having your photograph of 
a local open space exhibited nationally 
and turned into a postcard, why not enter 
Postcards from the Park competition? 
This national photography exhibition 
is funded by the Heritage Lottery Fund 
and the Big Lottery Fund in association 
with GreenSpace. You can fi nd out all the 
details and enter your photographs on line 
at www.postcardsfromthepark.org.uk. Get 
snapping as the closing date is 1 August.

More celebrations
Don’t forget St Paul’s Church fête on 
Saturday 7 June, and Abbeville fête on 
Saturday 28 June. The theme for the 
latter is the Wild West. In addition to the 
entertainment and refreshments in the 
Church of The Holy Spirit, there are many 
stalls and attractions and as usual the 
shops along Abbeville Road will enter into 
the spirit of the occasion. The Clapham 
Society will have a stand at both events.

Clapham Common 
Management Advisory 
Committee will be holding its 
Annual General Meeting on Thursday 
12 June at 7 pm at Clapham Manor 
School. Do come to fi nd out about current 
plans and give your views.


