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Clapham’s lost great house discovered 
Trenching for Thames Water in The Chase has revealed traces of the great house 
where Samuel Pepys died in 1703. Michael Green’s research has shown that it lay at 
the southern end of The Chase, on a site now covered by the late Victorian houses on 
the west side of the street. The trench (see picture below) was part of the work being 
done to renew the ageing water mains, and clearly to be seen on one side of the trench 
were the remains of a long red brick wall. This was the east wall of the house, located 
within a few feet of where the research had indicated it should be (see picture overleaf). 
Crossing the trench was a deep drain, serving the kitchens of the house to the west, and 
also serving farm buildings to the east.
      The house, known as Clapham Place, was built by the Gauden family around 1660, 
incorporating a small Tudor hunting lodge. After Sir Denis Gauden went bankrupt in 
the 1670s, it was bought by William Hewer, who had made a fortune in partnership with 
Pepys. Pepys often visited the house, and lived there for the last three years of his life. 
The house was demolished in 1762.
      Michael Green has taken detailed measurements of what has been revealed so far, 
with full co-operation from Thames Water’s contractors. They will also be renewing the 
water supply on the west side of The Chase, and that trench will cut across anything that 
remains of the north and south walls of the house. There has been so much street work 
over the last century and a half that all traces may have gone – it is enormous luck that 
so much has survived of the east wall – but the work will be watched very carefully. 
       Read more about the history of Clapham Place in Michael Green’s Historic 
Clapham, which will be reaching the bookshops during March.

The Chase, looking south, showing the trench on the east side of street

Our regular monthly meetings are held 
at Clapham Manor Primary School, 
Belmont Road, SW4. The hall is open 
from 7.30 pm when coffee and tea are 
normally available. The talk begins 
promptly at 8 pm and most meetings 
Þ nish by 9.30 pm. Please try to arrive 
before the talk starts, as latecomers 
are disturbing for both audience and 
speaker.
All meetings are open to non-members 
and are free of charge. Please bring 
your friends along.

Wednesday 19 March
Eric Smith Memorial Lecture.  This 
year’s lecture in memory of local 
historian Eric Smith will be given by 
Nicola Moorby, Curator at Tate Britain. 
Her subject will be the life and works of 
JMW Turner, an artist remembered as 
the great painter of colour and light in 
landscape. Turner had strong connections 
with South London. He loved to depict 
the changing conditions along the River 
Thames, particularly from Chelsea and 
Battersea where he lived at the end of his 
life. One of his early oil paintings shows 
Clapham Common, whilst at least one of 
his patrons lived in Clapham.
 
Wednesday 23 April 
Southbank Centre. Ian Blackburn, 
Project Director of the Southbank Centre, 
will talk about the recent refurbishment 
of the Grade I-listed Royal Festival Hall, 
which restored the original features whilst 
upgrading amenities and acoustics to 21st 
century standards. He will also focus on 
the continuing programme for improving 
the 21-acre Southbank Centre site.

Congratulations! 
In the Wandsworth Design Awards 2007 
Clapham Common Bandstand received an 
award for Access and a Commendation 
for Design.



Clapham Junction
In January, at our joint meeting with 
the Battersea Society, we heard about 
plans for the future of Clapham Junction. 
Councillor Guy Senior, Wandsworth 
Council’s cabinet member for Planning 
and Transportation, gave a presentation 
about the proposals for trafÞ c 
reorganisation around Clapham Junction 
Station. Many of the ideas relating to 
‘de-cluttering’ are similar to those adopted 
by Kensington & Chelsea Council, as 
outlined to us by Daniel Moylan in 2005. 
The objectives are to reduce accidents, to 
improve conditions for pedestrians, and at 
the same time improve peak hour trafÞ c 
ß ows. 
      Among the proposals, apart from the 
removal of barriers and street clutter, are 
plans to simplify the road junction near 
the Falcon Inn by replacing the right 
turn at Falcon Road with a right turn at 
Falcon Lane, increasing the frequency and 
reliability of bus services, relocating the 
station entrance to the Brighton Building 
higher up St John’s Hill and relocating 
the taxi rank close to the new entrance. 
Consultation on these proposals will take 
place within the next six months, and 
subject to the agreement of funding, work 
should start in spring 2009. 

      He then touched on the proposed 
commercial redevelopment of the station 
area by Metro Shopping Fund, a joint 
venture between Delancey and Land 
Securities, and referred us to an exhibition 
about this the following week. The 
proposal would entail the demolition of 
the present station entrance, replacement 
with a new two-level pedestrianised 
shopping area, two 40-storey housing 
blocks providing 500 new homes and a 
range of station improvements. One of 
the latter would require the developers 
to straighten the existing curve on the 
railway line, which results in some very 
narrow platforms.
      Councillor Senior added that in the 
longer term it is hoped that there might 
be a new rail service direct to Heathrow 
Airport from Clapham Junction and 
connection to the underground by linking 
to the extended East London Line.  
      David Lewis then spoke on behalf 
of the Battersea Society. He mentioned 
brieß y the many plans there had been over 
the past 40 years for Clapham Junction, 
and said that while the Society supports 
the aspirations of the Council it had strong 
reservations. The 10-point improvement 
plan put forward in 2005 has never been 
fully implemented. He was not satisÞ ed 

that the needs of rail and bus users, 
pedestrians and cyclists would be fully 
integrated, as for example, they were at 
Vauxhall Cross.
      There were many questions 
from the audience and, in particular, 
considerable concern about 40-storey 
blocks of ß ats on such a restricted site, 
and in a conservation area. However, it 
was pointed out that this was merely a 
proposal – planning permission has not 
yet been applied for, let alone granted, 
though it appears that Wandsworth does 
not have a speciÞ c policy in relation 
to tall buildings. There was also some 
scepticism about how a drop in accidents 
could be estimated, and also about how 
funding would be found for the scheme. 
Councillor Senior was hopeful that the 
trafÞ c scheme would attract funding from 
TfL.
      We are grateful for the insight into the 
proposals for this area, which sorely needs 
some attention, and we await the outcome 
with interest. Further details of the 
Wandsworth Council plans can be seen 
at www.wandsworth.gov.uk (look on this 
site for Clapham Junction improvements) 
and of the commercial redevelopment at 
www.theheartofbattersea.co.uk, where 
you can also leave your comments.

Lock ’N Load’s Metro Weekender concert  
As previously reported, we joined forces with the Friends of Clapham Common in 
order to try and inß uence Lambeth Council’s Licensing Committee in considering the 
application from Metro Weekender for next August Bank Holiday’s concert. Last year 
consent was given for noise levels above those recommended by the Noise Council’s 
Code of Practice. We joint-funded Bickerdike Allen & Partners (acoustic consultants) 
to monitor the 2007 event and to advise us. Their report indicated ‘exceedences’ of 
the Council’s noise limits for deep bass noise for considerable periods during the late 
afternoon of the second day, causing a number of complaints. They also highlighted 
improvements that could be made to the response and complaints procedures. 
      We made it clear that we are not against live music on the Common – it is obviously 
popular – but we put the argument for better management and control of concerts in 
accordance with best practice, for noise levels set closer to Code recommendations, and 
for a more effective and quick response in the monitoring and complaints procedure.
      However, the Licensing Committee did not seem to put much store by the technical 
arguments about noise levels. The promoter of the event argued that such concerts 
are not viable unless noise levels are well above those recommended by the Code. 
Lambeth presumably do not want to lose the income generated by the event. In the end 
the argument swung on the number of letters produced by each side, for and against. 
The promoters conducted a campaign to elicit letters of active support from last year’s 
concert-goers. We produced none and our claim to jointly represent over 1000 local 
residents was not rated as an active response. The Committee has given permission for 
this year’s concert on the same terms and conditions as that held in 2007. If you want to 
inß uence the decision in 2009 you will have to put pen to paper. 

  John Adams

Lambeth Archives Sale
Due to space constrictions, Lambeth 
Archives have had a cull of items in the 
collection not relating to Lambeth. These 
items were offered to the relevant Local 
History libraries in the Þ rst instance, and 
some were sold at the Archives Open 
Day in October. However they still have 
a number of items available for purchase 
by members of local societies. If you 
would like to have a look at the remaining 
items, please contact the Archives on 
020 7926 6076 and make an appointment 
with either Fiona Price or Len Reilly. The 
stock will remain on display until the end 
of June.

Trinity Hospice Update
The new building at Trinity Hospice is 
making great progress, and the roof is 
now on, which means the Þ tting out of the 
interior of this 28-bed centre can begin. 
The building should be completed in 
June, and we hope to be able to offer our 
members the chance to see round the new 
building before it is in use. We will give 
the details as soon as possible, so watch 
this space!

Lambeth Primary Care Trust is currently 
inviting local people to comment on 
the goals set for local heath services 
for the next Þ ve years, how these are 
achieved and their priorities. Find out 

more and have your say by going to 
www.lambethpct.nhs.uk or telephone 
Peter Magennis on 020 7716 7076. Do 
it as soon as you can, as the consultation 
period ends very soon.

Your Healthcare – Your Say



Planning News 
Since November we have been notiÞ ed of 130 applications. We reviewed 45 of them 
and made representations on 13, most of which are described below.

35 Crescent Grove. Objection to an application for a substantial extension at the side 
and rear, the size of which overwhelms the original form of this listed building
55 Clapham Common South Side. Objection to another inappropriate application 
to extend this prominent house. Despite our objections, planning permission has been 
granted for changes which disÞ gure the roof of the building, especially when seen 
from the Common.
8 Belmont Road. Objection to a large modern rear extension visible from Offerton 
Road, considered both unneighbourly and damaging to the character of the 
conservation area.
42 Clapham Common North Side. Objection to an application which covers much 
of the rear garden, the open character of which is an integral part of the conservation 
area, with a swimming pool and associated buildings.
384 Clapham Road. Objection to a new four-bedroom house at the rear, which 
damages the setting of the listed church next to it as well the amenity of next-door 
neighbours.
49 Abbeville Road. Objection to the change of use of the ground ß oor from a shop to 
a range of alternative commercial or Þ nancial uses.
25 Crescent Grove. Comments on how the detailed design of a proposed side 
extension can be improved to better respect the architectural features of this listed 
building.
Land between 53 and 57 Iveley Road. Criticism of the unnecessarily assertive style 
of a proposed new house in this gap between existing buildings. While the scale is 
reasonable a more neutral design would be preferable.
Land next to 2 Turret Grove. Observations on a new application for this site which, 
by reducing the size of the roof storey, slightly improves conditions for neighbours in 
North Street but leads to an awkward roof design.

Lambeth Council has been consulting on a number of new draft planning policy 
documents recently. Relevant to development in Clapham is the one on Residential 
Extensions and Alterations. The Planning Sub-Committee has submitted 
representations focusing on roof extensions and how they should be subsidiary in size 
and form to the original roof.

On the Common
Last summer was a disastrous one for the 
Mount Pond. Blue/green algae appeared 
in August and a large number of carp 
died. The Environment Agency were 
contacted immediately by the anglers and 
a full investigation was carried out. The 
water was aerated and apart from the loss 
of Þ sh stocks pond life began to return to 
normal.
      However, these happenings high-
lighted the deteriorating state of the pond. 
In order that this is reversed and the 
long-term future of the pond is secured 
the Environment Agency is funding a 
feasibility study for its improvement. 
The chief focus will be on the pond as 
an angling facility, but a wider brief with 
alternatives for improvement will be 
included.
      A steering group is being set up to 
consider issues such as funding. This will 
include partnership working between 
Lambeth, the Environment Agency and 
the Clapham Common Management 
Advisory Committee. We will keep our 
members up to date on this interesting 
project.

Remains of the east wall of Clapham Place within the trench

Book launch 
Historic Clapham, about which the 
author, Michael Green, spoke at our 
February meeting, will be available from 
bookshops in late March. Michael will be 
signing copies of his book at a celebratory 
launch at Clapham Books, 120 Clapham 
High Street on Thursday 10 April , 
starting at 7.00 pm.
      All are welcome – come along 
and bring your friends to celebrate the 
publication of the Þ rst book about the 
early history of Clapham, which is the 
fruit of more than a decade of research.

Future Clapham  
Lambeth Council has now approved the 
selection of Cathedral Group to deliver 
the £75 million scheme to redevelop 
leisure services in Clapham. The Clapham 
Society was invited to comment on the 
plans for the three sites – the present 
leisure centre in Clapham Manor Street, 
Mary Seacole House in Clapham High 
Street and the library building in Old 
Town. 
      This newsletter includes a special 
supplement so that members can see 
Lambeth Council’s proposals together 
with the comments by the four architect 
members of the Society who represented 
our views.



Wartime memories
Ron Morfee, a member of the Old 
Thorntonians Association (former pupils 
of Henry Thornton School which was on 
the site of the present Lambeth College on 
South Side) recalls his youth in Clapham. 
In later instalments we will track his 
school career.
We sat on the grass of a Þ eld just outside 
the railway station at Wokingham, 
Berkshire. It was just after 11 o’clock 
on the morning of 3 September 1939. A 
loudspeaker was relaying to us the voice 
of the Prime Minister over the ‘wireless’ 
speaking from number 10 Downing 
Street. The last part was ‘...and so 
consequently this country is now at war 
with Germany’. I was seven years old and 
together with my mother, younger brother 
and two little sisters was in the process 
of being evacuated from our house in 
Clapham. We had several suitcases and 
on strings round our necks the cardboard 
boxes containing our newly-issued gas 
masks. Nobody knew what to expect 
but immediate air-raids, with or without 
poison gas, seemed to be a real possibility. 
In fact, it would be months before the 
‘phoney’ war would turn into the reality 
of bombs falling on London.
      The experience of being uprooted 
and evacuated, to be ‘billeted’ on 
householders in safer parts of the country 
– who had no choice in the matter – was 
real enough, and one that was to happen 
to me three times in the next Þ ve years. 
The house we had left in Union Road, 
Clapham was a big end-of-terrace three-
storey Victorian property; I learned later 
that it was owned on a 99-year lease by 
my maternal great-grandmother. Some 
years later the lease expired, as had its 
owner, and my parents had great difÞ culty 
in Þ nding a new home for us, but that is 
another story.
      We all returned home from Berkshire 
in spring 1940 and to a seven year old 
life seemed to go on much as normal 
until the serious bombing of London 

(‘the Blitz’) started in late summer. We 
had in our back garden an Anderson air 
raid shelter. This was made of strong 
galvanised metal, set about three feet 
into the ground and covered with about 
two feet of earth on top. Internally it was 
about six feet by Þ ve feet, and my father 
Þ tted it out with four canvas stretchers as 
bunks – two close to the ß oor and two on 
a ledge above them – together with some 
kind of pump to get rid of the water which 
tended to collect in the bottom. In the next 
Þ ve years whenever the bombers, or later 
the ‘buzz-bombs’ (V1s), were expected 
we spent hundreds of nights sleeping in 
this shelter, with two children sleeping 
‘top and tail’ on each of the upper bunks. 
We did not choose to take shelter in the 
nearby tube stations every night after the 
trains stopped running, as so many in the 
district did; sleeping in such conditions 
seemed a much worse prospect than our 
Anderson. There were also reinforced 
brick communal shelters, each with 
about twenty bunk beds, in a nearby 
street. I think we did go to one of these 
once or twice – I do not know why. My 
main recollection of these is of looking 
in during daytime later in the war and 
Þ nding a dark, unwelcoming, damp and 
unpleasant-smelling place.      
             (to be continued)
Other stories about wartime in Clapham 
can be found in our publication, Clapham 
in the Twentieth Century, available from 
the Society or from Clapham Books.
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New Street lighting    
Lambeth Lighting Services and DW 
Lighting recently held a local meeting to 
inform residents of the Core Investment 
Programme to replace the street lighting 
in Clapham. The plan is to provide 
brighter and safer streets with the 
intention of reducing crime and road 
trafÞ c accidents. 
      Most of the streets in our area will 
simply get more and brighter lights. In 
‘sensitive’ areas, notably the Grafton 
Square area, the so-called ‘Heritage’ 
standard lamp is to be installed. This is 
a stripped-down pastiche of the more 
authentic ones on the Common. However, 
it is very thin and looks out of proportion. 
Some of these are already being installed 
in Belmont Place.
      It is also proposed to replace the 
yellow sodium lighting on the Common 
with white lighting, which is apparently 
necessary where CCTV is in operation 
– despite the fact that there is no CCTV 
on the Common! However, sodium 
lights will remain in Abbeville Road, 
because the CCTV there is private and not 
provided by the council.
      If you have any concerns about the 
location of new lamp columns or any 
other queries regarding these works you 
should contact Lambeth Lighting Services 
on 020 7978 3423. 

Picture framing etc.
Clapham Picture Framers at 61 Venn 
Street (opposite Clapham Picture 
House) are great for all your framing 
requirements, canvas stretching, gilding 
and so on. But have you noticed that they 
also do a good line in ephemera? David 
Bateman has a selection of prints and 
maps relating to the Clapham area and is 
very happy to look out for anything you 
particularly want. His scout will scour 
markets to Þ nd ephemera relating to any 
subject you may be interested in. Call in 
and see him some time and let him know 
what you want.

Wandsworth Museum  
The museum at the Old Court House  
in Garratt Lane closed at the end of 
December 2007. If you would like to 
follow progress of the plans for the new 
museum project you should join the 
Friends of Wandsworth Museum who 
will keep you up to date with the latest 
developments. For details contact the 
Chairman, Sheila Allen, on 020 8874 
2341 or email: sheila@harrisonallen.


