








Clapham memories

A little boy sits in his favourite seat,
close enough to watch, fascinated, as the
tram driver swivels a brake next to the
deadman’s handle, harder and harder, to
keep the tram still on the steep incline of
Cedars Road. At the junction with North
Side, which is the terminus, the driver
changes ends (there are controls at both)
to start the descent back again towards
Lavender Hill.

It is the early 1930s and Reginald
Jevons (a composer and musician who
studied with Vaughan Williams), his
wife and their son John, have moved
into a ground floor flat in Salcombe
Gardens, North Side, on the opposite side
of Clapham Common from their great
friends, the McShees. | met John Jevons
at Hoxton Hall last London Open House
Weekend and he shared some memories
about the Jevons and McShee families.

By the 1960s Reginald’s entry in
Who’s Who in Music was impressive,
but in the 1930s there was no money for
babysitters, so John went everywhere
with his parents. He remembers being
trundled across the Common in his pram,
to and from Narbonne Avenue, where
Reginald enjoyed playing piano duets with
Frederick McShee, often into the small
hours.

Reginald, with John, walked to his
work as an organist and choirmaster at
St Mary Magdalene on Wandsworth
Common. (The vicar was a keen cyclist,
known to loathe and ignore red lights, on
principle). One day, out of the blue, there
was a magnificent opportunity to earn
£100 per week for playing the organ at a
new, palatial cinema at Clapham Junction.
Reginald auditioned successfully, but
turned the job down because he didn’t like
the sound of the instrument. ‘So we stayed
rather poor and carried on eating sardines
on toast’ John observed.

At John’s first junior school — a
religious establishment — he was made to

crawl on wet, muddy grass and, objecting
vociferously, was swiftly moved to
another school. When the Jevons family
moved to Albert Mansions in Battersea,
the McShees remained in Clapham. Mrs
McShee was principal of a local evening
college while Frederick worked for The
Times for 38 years, establishing direct
links with foreign correspondents, and
was often abroad. On 3 September 1939
when war was declared he was trapped
with other newspapermen in Berlin. They
eventually escaped back to England via
Sweden. On his return, with so many of
the staff away in uniform, he became a
respected sub-editor of The Times. For
many years, on nights when he worked
late, he would take the all-night tram
home from Printing House Square,
arriving at Clapham at 4 am.

The McShees were immensely proud of
their daughter, Sheila, a highly successful
solo singer who performed mainly in
oratorios. In 1953 she was on the same bill
as the well-known counter-tenor Alfred
Deller. Tragically, decades later, through
an unhappy love affair, one night Sheila
McShee walked into a pond on Clapham
Common.

John Jevons would become a theatre
manager, outside London and in the West
End, but his parents took some persuading
to let him study drama at the Royal
College of Music (as one then could). It
was Sheila McShee and her parents who
advised and helped John on to the course.

I am grateful to John Jevons for sharing
his memories with me.

Carolyn Rockman

Mistletoe Dr lain Boulton, Project
Officer for Communities and Education
at Lambeth Council has asked if we can
locate any mistletoe plants in Clapham
or further afield in Lambeth. If you know
of any please contact lain at iboulton@
lambeth.gov.uk. He also recommends

a site with information about mistletoe,
www.mistletoe.org.uk.

Guy’s and St Thomas’
NHS Foundation Trust
The Foundation Trust is required to have
members, to ensure that it meets the
needs of patients and local communities.
There is also a Members’ Council made
up of local people, patients, staff and
stakeholders (e.g. representatives from
local Primary Care Trusts and King’s
College). This Council advises the Board
of Directors, which consists of five non-
executive directors chaired by Patricia
Moberly. Their financial management
has been successful recently as there is
currently a surplus of £29.9 million, which
can be used to improve facilities following
consultation with patients and visitors.
Recently signage has been improved to
help patients find their way around the
two sites. The names of the buildings
on the Guy’s site have been changed to
avoid the confusion caused by St Thomas’
Hospital, St Thomas Street (near Guy’s,
not St Thomas’) and Thomas Guy House
(at Guy’s). Letters and leaflets for patients
are being updated.
I was elected as a public member
of the Members’ Council in 2007 and
would be pleased to hear from Clapham
Society members who have suggestions
or complaints for GSTFT. Write to me
at 23 Fitzwilliam Road, SW4 0DW or
email jennycobley@aol.com. Members
are invited to the AGM and to a series
of seminars on health topics. For more
information you can visit
www.guysandstthomas.nhs.uk, call 0870
703 0159 or email members@agstt.nhs.uk.
Jenny Cobley

The Age of Enchantment
This delightful exhibition of illustrations
by Beardsley, Dulac and their
contemporaries continues at Dulwich
Picture Gallery until 17 February. For
more details telephone the gallery on
020 8693 5254 or go to
www.dulwichpicturegallery.org.uk
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