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Starting in June, there will be an exciting programme of events on the bandstand.  The 
programme is still being developed, but planned events to date are as follows:

Sunday 17 June  Music4Children
2 - 6 pm   Family music event, bringing together new and young talent
Saturday 7 July  Party 4 The Plant (Woodcraft Folk)
11 am - 5 pm  Activities to encourage young people to think about the  
   environment, including a battle of solar powered bands 
Sunday 8 July  Lambeth Orchestra
4 - 6 pm   An afternoon of classical music
Saturday 21 July Bedford Festival Phase One
12 - 8 pm  Live music and comedy acts from South London   
Sunday 22 July  Music4Children
2 - 4 pm
Sundays 5, 12 &  Gospel on the Bandstand
19 August  Evenings of celebration by Gospel artists from South
5 - 8 pm   London
Saturday 11 August Bedford Festival Phase Two
12 - 8 pm
Sunday 9 September Crystal Palace Band 
3 - 5 pm   Traditional brass, in a concert arranged by the Clapham  
   Society and the Friends of Clapham Common

Many other events are being planned, with dates still to be confi rmed.  These include:
Treasure Island: Quantum Theatre in a swashbuckling musical adaptation of the book
Purple Broccoli Theatre Storytelling: children’s stories once a week for ten weeks 
across the summer holidays
Surrey Strings: musical workshop for children
Brass band music on a series of Sunday afternoons and some jazz to jive to!

There is now a notice-board by La Baita café and future events will be advertised there.  
We will do our best to advertise them in the newsletter and on our website. Lambeth is 
also planning a dedicated page for the bandstand on their own website 
(www.lambeth.gov.uk).

Our regular monthly meetings are held 
at Clapham Manor Primary School, 
Belmont Road, SW4. The hall is open 
from 7.30 pm when coffee and tea are 
normally available. The talk begins 
promptly at 8 pm and meetings fi nish 
by about 9.30 pm.  
      All meetings are open to non-
members and are free of charge. Please 
bring your friends along. 

Wednesday 20 June
Wandsworth Museum. In view of 
the possible closure or change of site 
proposed for the museum we intend to 
dedicate this meeting to an up-date on 
the plans. Our main speaker will be Tony 
Tuck, Chairman of the Battersea Society, 
a leading fi gure in the Wandsworth 
Museum Campaign Group, who also has 
connections with Battersea Arts Centre 
and the De Morgan Foundation. We hope 
also to have a speaker from Wandsworth 
Council to explain their situation.

Wednesday 4 July
Summer Party. Our party will be held at 
St Paul’s Church, Rectory Grove. Tickets 
at £10 per person include drinks and 
canapés.  Ticket order form on back page 
of this newsletter.
      Copies of the newly revised history of 
the church will be on sale at the party. Not 
just a church guide, the 20 page booklet 
sets the church, whose site was that of 
the original parish church of Clapham, 
in the changing historical context of the 
surrounding parish and village. Originally 
written in 1993 by Sarah Lush, the 
booklet has been revised by Peggy Aylen 
and reprinted with some new illustrations 
and more recent references. It will also 
be on sale at St Paul’s Summer Fair on 
Saturday 9 June and available from the 
Parish Offi ce (020 7622 2128) for £5.00.

Wednesday 18 July
Old Clapham. A walk round the historic 
centre of Clapham with particular 
emphasis on places associated with the 
Clapham Sect. Led by David Perkin. Meet 
outside Holy Trinity Church, Clapham 
Common North Side at 6.30pm.

Wednesday 15 August
North Clapham. A tour of the north-
eastern part of Clapham which borders 
on Stockwell. Led by Peter Jefferson 
Smith. Meet outside Clapham North 
Underground Station at 6.30pm.

July and August meetings are replaced by the following walks.  

Clapham Common Bandstand



On the Common
On the day after our May newsletter  went 
to press we heard that the RISE event 
proposed for Clapham Common on 15 
July was to be moved to Finsbury Park. 
It had been acknowledged that the Mayor 
of London’s anti-racism festival was too 
large for the Common to accommodate.
      At the meeting of Lambeth’s Cabinet 
in January we had expressed the view that 
the event would contravene Lambeth’s 
own Event Strategy in size, area of the 
Common taken up, and proximity to the 
next large event. The number expected 
to attend was 80,000 in spite of the fact 
that there were over 100,000 at Finsbury 
Park for the event last year. Lambeth’s 
current maximum for Clapham Common 
is 20,000 for a large event. Seven stages 
were proposed and the area to be taken up 
posed legal problems.
      While we wish the event every 
success, we are pleased that the policies 
outlined in the Event Strategy have been 
upheld.

Planning News
Since February we have been notifi ed of about 110 applications. We reviewed 30 of 
them and made representations on 15. The principal ones were:
 
438a Wandsworth Road. Objection to an application to redevelop the site with a 
poorly designed fi ve storey residential building, with a damaging effect on the nearby 
listed buildings and conservation area over the road.
24/24a Abbeville Road. Objection to a clumsily designed scheme to demolish the 
existing single storey shops and replace them with a new three storey building with 
shops and residential units above, which sits uncomfortably with its neighbours.
Rear of 71 and 73 Park Hill/West Road. Objection to a third attempt (the fi rst was 
for a large block of fl ats) to redevelop the existing single storey garages with two 
new houses; the new buildings continue to block the open views over the garages and 
are uncompromisingly designed given their context.
The Alexandra, Clapham Common South Side. Objection to three new awnings 
fi xed to the front elevation of the pub to accommodate smokers, because of the 
damage to the appearance of the façade of this listed building.
46 The Chase. Objection to a scheme to convert the loft space with large dormers 
and replace the current side extension in a way which damages the character and 
appearance of the building and hence the conservation area.
144-150 Clapham Manor Street. Continued objections to the proposal to add a 
prominent mansard roof extension which overwhelms the next door listed building 
and generally damages the street scene.
16a Clapham Common Southside. Objection to an application for a new shopfront, 
the complicated design of which detracts from the simple façade of this interesting 
historic building.
Clapham High Street Railway Station, Voltaire Road. Objections to several 
retrospective applications to retain numerous roof lights and more fl ats than were 
originally granted planning permission in the somewhat over-converted former 
railway station.
16 Grafton Square. Objection to a revised application for a rear extension which 
continues to remove excessive amounts of the original fabric of this listed building 
and proposes new windows on the rear elevation which have little respect for the 
original character of the building.
Clapham Park Estate. Despite representations by the Society and others at the 
recent Lambeth Planning Committee meeting, the part of the scheme to demolish 
44 Clarence Avenue (formerly Clifton Lodge and the one remaining building from 
Thomas Cubitt’s Clapham residence), and to construct an excessively high block of 
fl ats was approved by the Council. Since then we have recorded the building before it 
was demolished. While the Society has recognized and supported the overall case for 
the estate’s redevelopment, we have attempted to improve those elements we feel are 
poorly conceived and planned.

Clapham Leisure Centre and Depot 
The Council has drafted a development brief for the Clapham Leisure Centre and Depot 
site which sets out how planning policies in the Lambeth Unitary Development Plan 
will be applied to the site. The Council is consulting local residents and organisations 
from 8 May to 19 June.
      Details of the brief can be viewed on the Council’s website www.lambeth.gov.uk/
planning. Copies of the leafl et and the draft development brief are available at Clapham 
Leisure Centre, Clapham Library and the Clapham and Stockwell Town Centre Offi ce in 
Bromell’s Road, or by telephoning 020 7926 4067.
      There will be an exhibition at the Clapham Leisure Centre from 25 May to 11 June, 
and you can meet Council offi cers to discuss the Draft Brief at the exhibition at the 
following times: Tuesday 29 May 11 am - 1 pm, Saturday 2 June 10 am - 12 noon and 
Thursday 7 June 5 - 7 pm
      A leafl et will be distributed to residents in the area with a feedback form. Comments 
may be emailed to planningimplementation@lambeth.gov.uk or put in writing to 
Implementation Team, Lambeth Planning, Phoenix House, 10 Wandsworth Road, 
London SW8 2LL. It would be helpful if you could email a copy of your comments to 
the Clapham Society at gery1963@btinternet.com.

Sing for Freedom
On Friday 29 June a musical celebration 
of the 200th Anniversary of the Abolition 
of the Slave Trade Act will be hosted by 
Paul Gambaccini and features the choir 
of Queen’s College Cambridge, Voce 
Chamber Choir, the Genesis Youth Gospel 
Choir as well as children from Macaulay 
Church of England Primary School, St 
Mary’s Roman Catholic Primary School, 
Heathbrook Primary and Eaton House 
Preparatory School. The event starts at 
7 pm at Holy Trinity Church, Clapham 
Common. For more information go to 
www.singforfreedom.com or telephone 
Stuart Barr on 07973 379147. Admission 
is by programme  (£5) on the door. No 
advance booking, but arrive early for a 
good seat. New members

We have recently welcomed the following 
new members: Lynn Carter, Rosa 
Duarte, Simon Eagles and Justine Smith, 
Katherine Fothergill, Robert and Anne 
Hoskins, Nick Okhuysen and Nasser 
Al-Tell, Tim and Victoria Pilcher, Robert 
Pugh and Karla Dorsch, Paul Stephenson, 
Penny Stokes, John Taylor. 

Artists’ Self-portraits 
This collection, normally housed in a 
private wing of the Uffi zi Gallery in 
Florence, is now being shown for the 
fi rst time in Britain, at Dulwich Picture 
Gallery until mid-July. The collection 
includes self-portraits by artists from 
Filippino Lippi to Chagall and from 
Rembrandt to Mimmo Paladino. For  
more details telephone 020 8963 5254. 



Tree House 
For the past four years, Will Anderson has 
been occupied mind, body and soul by 
planning, taking part in and documenting 
the construction of one of Clapham’s 
greenest and most attractive buildings. 
Now he is happily living in it, he gave a 
large, admiring and envious audience at 
our April meeting some idea of the trials, 
tribulations and triumphs involved in 
building Tree House in Lyham Road.
      The process began in earnest with 
the London Open House weekend in 
September 2002, when visits to a number 
of ecological homes convinced Will 
that building an environmentally sound 
house in London was not an impossible 
dream. A suitable site appeared soon after: 
what the estate agent saw as its major 
drawback – the presence of a ‘bloody 
great tree’ proved an inspiration for the 
way the building would look and function. 
Unusually in such a densely developed 
area, the plot had not been previously 
built on; it had been part of the garden 
of one of Thomas Cubitt’s Clapham 
Park mansions. These houses, built at a 
time when energy and domestic labour 
were cheap and plentiful, had cheerfully 
ignored their environment; for Tree 
House, though, environmental aspects 
would be paramount.
      Two years later, work began on site. 
In the meantime, much care and thought 
had gone into the design process. The 
Buildings of Clapham speaks of the 

‘several different styles’ and wide range 
of building materials in the immediate 
area, effectively providing carte blanche 
for the architect. In many aspects of its 
design, the house seeks to mirror the tree: 
it is a large structure of natural materials, 
adapted – and sensitive – to its climate; 
it is solar powered; and it provides a 
habitat for a range of living things. The 
fi rst steps, though, wiped out quite a lot of 
the existing bio-diversity by digging deep 
for pile foundations (to resist the effects 
of London clay and respect the on-site 
sycamore) and for the ground-source heat 
pump that, powered by the solar roof, 
would keep the house and its human and 
feline inhabitants warm.
      Wherever possible, the building 
materials have come either from recycling 
or from sustainable sources, as local 
as possible. Much of the insulation is 
derived from recycled paper (real pulp 
fi ction!). New timber from Sussex and 
slate from Cumbria are complemented by 
reclaimed teak parquet (the restoration 
and installation of which was immensely 
hard but ultimately satisfying work), 
second-hand bricks and a ‘found’ bath 
and washbasin. Since the house is heavily 
insulated and draught-proofed, devices 
such as controlled ventilation and external 
Venetian blinds are essential to refresh the 
air and prevent overheating.
      Given its city location, the house 
was not designed to be entirely self-
suffi cient: the solar energy, ground heat 

and collected rainwater are complemented 
by connections to water/sewerage and 
electricity suppliers. To date, though, it 
looks as if – in terms of electricity – the 
house’s imports and exports will balance. 
Biodiversity is encouraged, though in the 
small but beautifully thought out back 
garden the goldfi sh work full time to keep 
the mosquitoes in check, and the squirrels 
at the front have had to be discouraged, 
by careful pruning of the eponymous tree, 
from invading the roof.
      The story ends where it began, with 
the London Open House weekend; but 
what started there as a dream is now on 
show as a splendid reality. Many of us 
were enthralled by visiting the house last 
September; those who didn’t, or whose 
questions could not be reached during   
the very lively discussion that followed 
Will Anderson’s immensely informative 
and entertaining talk, will be glad to know 
that the house will be open again this  
year (15-16 September: more details in 
later newsletters or from 
www.openhouse.org.uk). 
      Will Anderson’s book about Tree 
House (Diary of an Eco-Builder) is 
available at local bookshops. He is 
currently writing another book about ways 
of making environmental improvements 
to older houses: watch this space for more 
details of this, and of the further talk we 
have already engaged him to give when it 
is published.

The actor Jeremy Brett was 
well known to have held 
Clapham Common in great 
affection and he frequently 
walked there. On 30 March a 
young horse-chestnut tree was 
planted by his friends in his 
memory. It is sited just to the 
west of La Baita, the café by 
the Bandstand.

Puccini at 
St Luke’s
Tickets are still available for 
the performance of Puccini’s 
La Bohème at St Luke’s 
Church, Ramsden Road on 
Tuesday 19 June at 7.30 pm. 
This outreach performance 
by Garden Opera Company 
includes children from 
Belleville Primary and 
Hornsby House schools. For 
tickets (£15) telephone 
020 8772 0463.

London’s Biggest 
Church Fayre
Saturday 16 June is the day of Holy 
Trinity Church’s annual summer 
celebration, from 11 am to late afternoon. 
Attractions include tombola, side stalls, 
bouncy castles and games, BBQs and 
Caribbean food, raffl e, fair trade stalls  
and great musical entertainment. This 
year’s proceeds will be shared between 
Anti-Slavery International and Holy 
Trinity Church.

The Ionian Singers
On Saturday 30 June at 7.30 pm the 
Ionian Singers will give a fundraising 
concert for Trinity Hospice at Holy 
Trinity Church. The varied programme 
includes music by Elgar, Delius and 
Stanford, as well as arrangements of 
English folk songs by Timothy Salter,   
the Singers’ conductor.
      Tickets, £15 to include a glass of wine 
at the interval, are available in advance 
by telephone 020 8693 1051, by email  
info@ioniansingers.co.uk, or on the door.



Please send me …….tickets @ £10 per person for the Clapham Society Summer party at St Paul’s Church, Rectory Grove on 
Wednesday 4 July (6.30 – 8.30 pm). I enclose a cheque payable to The Clapham Society and a s.a.e. (please remember this). 

Name ............................................................................................................................

Address ....................................................................................................................................................................................................

................................................................................. Postcode ......................................... Tel .................................................................
Return to Alyson Wilson, 22 Crescent Grove, London SW4 7AH

If you have any queries about The Clapham Society or have news of local events, 
please contact the appropriate person below:
Chairman     John Adams
18 1/2 Macaulay Road, London SW4 0QU  Tel/Fax: 020 7720 4764
Vice-Chairman and Events     John How
26 Lynette Avenue, London SW4 9HD Tel/Fax: 020 8673 3945
Email: john@jh995.freeserve.co.uk
Treasurer     David Brown
15 Turret Grove, London SW4 0ES      Tel: 020 7720 7536
Membership Secretary    Jennifer Everett
30 Trinity Close, London SW4 0JD  Tel: 020 7627 4770
Secretary                Jill Cramphorn
552 Wandsworth Road, London SW8 3JX Tel/Fax: 020 7720 3343
Planning Matters                Philip Ashford 
45 Rodenhurst Road, London SW4 8AE Tel: 020 8674 1727 
Email: pjashford@yahoo.co.uk
Common and Open Spaces  Anna Jefferson Smith
22 Iveley Road, London SW4 0EW  Tel: 020 7622 8285
Newsletter and Publications   Alyson Wilson 
22 Crescent Grove, London SW4 7AH  Tel: 020 7622 6360    Fax: 020 7622 7899
 Email: alysonwilson.sw4@virgin.net 

Details of meetings, activities and a full list of our publications are on The Clapham 
Society web site at www.outlines.org.uk/claphamsociety/

Hunters – again
Following the piece in the April 
newsletter about the Clapham organ 
builder, Alfred Hunter, there is now an 
opportunity to hear the mellow tones of 
the Hunter organ in Holy Trinity Church 
without leaving home, since the present 
Director of Music, Antony le Fleming, has 
recorded a CD, entitled Organ Favourites 
from Holy Trinity, Clapham.
      The instrument, with its 2350 pipes 
and three keyboards, was built in 1908 at 
the Hunter works in Clapham High Street. 
At the service for the dedication of the 
organ the Revd Prebendary Dalton – the 
incumbent – exhorted a packed church ‘to 
listen to the tones of the organ just as one 
might listen to the words from a lectern or 
a pulpit’. You can now choose to do so at 
home as well as in the church.
      The recording starts with Bach’s 
Toccata and Fugue in D and ends with 
Widor’s equally famous Toccata in F, 
which featured in the 1909 inaugural 
recital. The disc includes a wide range of 
essentially entertaining pieces to suit all 
tastes, played by Antony le Fleming. The 
CD, which costs £10 plus £1 post and 
packing, may be purchased by sending a 
cheque payable to ‘Holy Trinity Church’ 
to 64 Park Hall Road, SE21 8BW. For 
more details telephone 020 8761 4397 or 
email a.lefl eming@btinternet.com.
 Farewell
At the end of April Bernard Battley 
retired as Chairman of Cantate, formerly 
Battley Brothers, the local printers who 
have printed the Clapham Society books 
for about 40 years and for several years 
now also our newsletters. The event was 
appropriately celebrated with a party at 
the National Theatre, whose programmes 
the company have printed since the 1960s. 
      Battley Brothers was founded in 1898 
by Bernard’s father, John, and his brother, 
and a mere two generations have spanned 
nearly 110 years! In recent years the 
company outgrew its Clapham Old Town 
premises and moved to Battersea, but 
despite growth and mergers the personal 
service of a family business has survived. 
We wish Bernard well in his retirement 
and are pleased that his wife, Margaret, 
continues to handle our business. 

RSVP 
The eye-catching acronym RSVP stands for Retired and Senior Volunteer Programme. 
Founded in 1988 as a branch of the large national charity Community Service 
Volunteers, the aim of RSVP is to enable people who have retired or are approaching 
retirement to continue to use their skills and life experience for the benefi t of their 
community. The range of volunteering is very wide, from working in primary and 
secondary schools – in a whole variety of ways: helping with reading, writing, cooking, 
gardening, maths, school outings, computers – to helping in hospitals, telephone 
befriending, working with people with disabilities, and many others. 
      RSVP volunteers are aged 50 and over. There are currently over 11,000 RSVP 
volunteers across the UK, with as wide a range of age and background as you can 
imagine. The emphasis is often, inevitably, on the higher ages, with people in their 80s, 
90s – and at least one volunteer who is 100 – but many people start volunteer work soon 
after they retire. Volunteering helps people stay active, healthy and involved!
      The individual attention that volunteers bring can provide a signifi cant boost to 
children’s reading levels, self-confi dence and willingness to learn. Volunteers are an 
invaluable resource for hard-pressed teachers and, of course, the volunteers gain greatly 
from the experience. Volunteers often stay at their school for years, providing continuity 
in an age of continual change. By placing local people in local schools and bringing 
people together across cultures and generations, everyone wins!
      RSVP has recently launched a Lambeth Schools Volunteering project. I have taken 
on the role of organiser for the project and would be pleased to hear from people 
interested in helping children with basic skills, the 3 Rs, and other activities in the 
classroom and beyond. The focus is on schools, but I would be happy to talk to anyone 
wishing to volunteer for other activities as well.
      If you are interested in volunteering, or simply in fi nding out more about RSVP, 
contact me on 020 7652 4276 or e-mail tonybell-rsvp@ntlworld.com.  Information 
about RSVP can be found on the website www.csv-rsvp.org.uk/ and the CSV website 
www.csv.org.uk/.                Tony Bell


