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Our new book is now available. Discovering Clapham combines a history of the
development of Clapham with a variety of pictures, mostly in colour, showing Clapham
both as it is now and at different times in its history and some notable former residents.

This is a fascinating record of how the area has changed even over the last 30 or 40
years. Some buildings have been demolished, while others have found new uses. Some
former schools have been converted for residential use and factories converted to
offices. Some neglected houses have been restored to their original condition and others
have been subdivided into flats. It is a valuable record of our ever-changing area. To
obtain your copy complete the order form on the back page of this newsletter, or come
to the March meeting where the book will be on sale.

Friends of Turner’s House
The artist, J M W Turner, lived from 1812
to 1826 at Sandycombe Lodge in
Twickenham. The present owner,
Professor Harold Livermore, wishes to

up the Sandycombe Lodge Trust in 2005
to support this aim. The Friends of
Turner’s House run a programme of
events and welcome new members. For
more information contact the Membership

bequeath the house to the nation and he set

Secretary on 020 8891 0026.

Our regular monthly meetings are held
at Clapham Manor Primary School,
Belmont Road, SW4. The hall is open
from 7.30 pm when coffee and tea are
normally available. The talk begins at
8 pm and finishes around 9.30 pm.

All meetings are open to non-members
and are free of charge. Please bring
your friends along.

Wednesday 21 March

‘Seven o’clock and not a baby bathed’.
Robert Holden tells the story of a Lambeth
midwife, Elizabeth Halston (1881-1975),
who was a widow with three children
when she trained in the 1920s to become
a midwife. One of the first of the LCC’s
domiciliary midwives, she lived and
worked in Clapham during the Second
World War, going out in the darkest

days of the Blitz to deliver babies. Her
grandson will tell the story of this unsung
heroine.

Wednesday 25 April

Tree House. Clapham now boasts one of
the most environmentally forward-looking
houses in London, but four years ago the
site where it stands was notable only for
its general air of dereliction and a large
sycamore tree. Will Anderson bought

the site and became an ‘eco-builder’

(as chronicled in The Independent). He
will tell us about some of the trials and
triumphs involved in constructing Tree
House.

Wednesday 16 May

Shakespeare’s Rose and Globe. lain
Mackintosh, designer of theatre spaces
such as the Cottesloe, Glyndebourne and
Hall Two at The Sage Gateshead, will
review these two Elizabethan Bankside
theatres as patterns for English playhouses
and their audiences.
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Planning News
Since last November last year we have been notified of about 105 applications. We
reviewed 40 of them and made representations on 20. The principal ones were:

26-30 Prescott Place. Another objection to a revised scheme to convert and extend
an empty warehouse with poorly designed and excessively dense residential
accommodation which continues to provide poor levels of amenity for residents.
16-18 Rathmell Drive. Objection to an application for five new houses which we
considered were poorly designed and involved the loss of some valuable trees from
this part of Clapham Park.

185 Stonhouse Street. Objection to a proposal for a new house the design of which
fails to achieve a successful relationship with either of the two very different
buildings on either side of it.

53-57 Iveley Road. Objection to a proposal to construct a three-storey house using
a modular system-built design which is completely out of character with the clear
architectural consistency of the street and conservation area.

6 and 39 Grafton Square. Continued objections to proposals for rear extensions
which involve excessive loss of original building fabric and to filling in the spaces
between the houses which in themselves form an important part of the character of
these listed buildings and the square as a whole.

24 Macaulay Road. Objection to a proposal to extend the present side extension at
lower ground level beyond the normal building line, damaging the character of the
house and the street generally.

11A Bedford Road. Support for an imaginatively designed new building for office
and residential use.

18 The Polygon. Objection to a new shopfront in an uncompromising modern
design. The current traditional shopfront harmonises well with others in the group.
Clapham Goods Yard (behind Gauden Road). Three applications to redevelop
the southern half of this industrial estate; one, to redevelop the site with two storey
industrial units (unobjectionable but uninspiring); a second to build a massive self
storage warehouse on the central part of the site (objected to because of its effect on
the setting of the conservation area and residents’ amenity); and a third on the
southern part of the site for a new office building (supported for its interesting
design).

Clapham Park Estate. The application to redevelop the Clapham Park Estate,
initially supported by the Society, has been extended to include the Clifton House
site on the west side of Clarence Avenue. It now involves the demolition of all the
existing buildings on the site including the former Clifton Lodge at 44 Clarence
Avenue, the only surviving remnant from Thomas Cubitt’s Lincoln House estate,
for replacement with a series of new blocks from three to six storeys high.

Despite the Society’s application for statutory protection having been turned
down, Clifton Lodge is nevertheless a building of significant local architectural
and historic interest. We particularly object to the loss of the Lodge, but also to the
excessive bulk and massing of the replacement buildings compared to their existing
neighbours in this particular part of Clapham Park.

However, by the time that the case goes to committee and you read this it is
probable that Clapham Park Homes will have pre-empted the discussion and
exercised their right to demolish. Either way, members are encouraged to make their
views known to Lambeth Planning. The case ref. no is 06/03680/0UT/DC_SHA.

Meet the artist

Members are invited to a special viewing of Light and Life, an exhibition of paintings by
Christina Bonnett, known to many members from her former Clapham business,
Outlines Picture Framers. The exhibition opens in the Café-Bar at Clapham Picture
House, Venn Street, SW4 on Monday 5 March, when Christina will be on hand to meet
visitors from 4 — 8 pm.

Drawing inspiration from the landscape, people and places Christina’s art is a vibrant
mix of the abstract and figurative. She works in oils, acrylic, watercolour and mixed
media, producing exciting and striking images with a unique feel for colour and light.

Since leaving Clapham for North Devon in 2005 Christina has concentrated on her
painting career, which her business here left all too little time to pursue. She has
illustrated many books, including two Clapham Society publications, and for several
years she has generously hosted and maintained the Society’s website.

Trinity Hospice Seeks Young
Authors

Children are invited to submit their entries
for the Mayhew and Trinity Hospice
Young Writers’ Competition 2007. The
competition has three separate age
categories: Up to and including Year 3,
Year 4 and 5, Year 6 +. There is a choice
of three topics within each age category:
The Book of Spells, Up! and Circus.

The deadline for entries is 16 March
with a prize-giving ceremony at the Polka
Theatre, Wimbledon, on 20 April. The
winner in each age category will receive
a £50 book token and have their story
published in a local magazine. Highly
commended entries will receive a £25
book token, with ‘goody bags’ for the
runners-up.

Matt Hadfield of Mayhew City
Limited explained: ‘I wanted to find a fun
way to get local children writing and, at
the same time, help to raise funds for
Trinity. By asking for a small donation
with each entry we achieve both aims.’

All schools within Central and South
West London have received a supply of
entry forms. Additional forms can be
downloaded from
www.trinityhospice.org.uk/writing07
or enquiries can be emailed to
mayhewtrinitycomp@btopenworld.com

Safer South Side

The Clapham Common Ward Safer
Neighbourhood Panel agreed recently to
approve the installation of cycle proof
gates at the three pedestrian entrances to
the Notre Dame estate, between Lambeth
College and Crescent Lane.

These will be easily accessible for
wheelchair users and for prams and
pushchairs but not for riding through on a
bicycle. This should substantially reduce
the number of snatch robberies, mainly by
youths from the estate, and make walking
along South Side a more pleasant
experience.

Correction

We apologise for the statement in the
report published in our February
newsletter about the proposal to hold the
RISE festival on Clapham Common this
summer that ‘All the political parties are
in favour of this.” Bernard Gentry,
Chairman of Clapham Town
Conservatives has assured us that this

is not the case, and that they oppose the
holding of this or any other large scale
event on Clapham Common. He says that
for the last 20 years their position has
consistently been that the Common is not
a suitable venue for such events.




Windmills on my mind
Some 60 people had windmills on their
minds on 17 January when they
gathered to hear Peter Cobley talk about
the restoration work he had undertaken,
as the county’s Heritage Architect, on the
windmills of Kent.

Kent County Council owns more
than 70 listed buildings, and seeks to
meet the responsibilities that ownership
involves. Eight of these structures are
windmills, and survey work revealed
that more than £1m needed to be spent
to put them in good order. A pilot project
revealed that lower-cost solutions would
not work in the long term, so Peter
eventually secured the necessary funds,
principally from the Heritage Lottery
Fund, and set in hand a programme of
restoration and repair.

These eight remaining well preserved
windmills were a shadow of the county’s
inheritance: in 1933, some 400
windmills had been recorded in Kent,
reflecting the more isolated nature of
village life before trunk roads and
motorways joined things up. Being
a miller had its hazards — gory tales
of getting mangled by the machinery
abound — but it was a steady and pretty
profitable calling, until improved
transport and the industrialisation of food
production wiped out the need for local
processing and supply of flour.

The Kent owned mills are of two
types — post mills, which require the
miller to turn the whole structure so that
it is at the right angle for the wind, and
smock mills, where just the cap - the part
to which the sweeps (sails) are attached -
is automatically turned by a small rear-

mounted ring of paddles known as the
fantail. The design of the sweeps
themselves varies: some mills use a fairly
sophisticated Venetian-blind type
structure that adapts itself to the strength
of the wind; others with shutter-type
sweeps rely on built-in weights
suspended from a chain to ensure a
regular speed of rotation and hence
evenly-ground flour.

Peter’s fascinating talk, illustrated
by some splendid slides, explained what
was involved in the restoration of several
mills. The tale of Chillenden Mill was
something of a drama. Now recognised
as a building of considerable value in its
own right, the mill — dating from 1868
—was in a fairly sorry state when Kent
CC acquired it for £1 as a ‘landscape
feature’. Restoration, involving the
careful investigation of the post mill’s
structure, replacement of rotten timber
and restoration of the mill mechanism,
cost around £200,000. Shortly after work
was completed, the mill fell over! Careful
forensic examination by a ‘building
detectives’ team that included Sinclair
Johnston (a Clapham Society member
of long standing, as well as a respected
structural engineer) was needed before
it could be rebuilt. The moral of the tale
was that mills are as much a machine as a
building, and need the constant attention
of a miller: the assumption that they can
be rebuilt then left to look after
themselves is misguided!

At the moment, 12 Kent windmills are
open to the public; details at
www.kentwindmills.homestead.com. If
Peter Cobley’s talk is anything to go by,
they will all be well worth a visit.

Grafton Tennis and
Squash Club

This peaceful tennis and squash club,
which nestles in a rural oasis tucked away
down an alley off the Kings Avenue end of
Thornton Road, has an interesting history.
Grafton was formed in 1888 by members
of the Grafton Square Congregational
Church who played on the Common
where ‘the Authorities” marked out the
court so players only had to provide their
own nets.

In 1890 land was rented in Union
Grove to form a proper club. From there
the club migrated in 1893 to Hyde Farm
between Cavendish Road and Thornton
Road, where golf was also played. Annual
subscriptions were a guinea (£1.05) for
gentlemen and 10/- (50p) for ladies!

After several disputes with

developers (what’s new...) the club rented
space in the grounds of a large house
called Laleham in Clarence Road (now
Clarence Avenue) in 1912 before
moving to the current site in 1924,
Happily there is a covenant which decrees
that the land must be used solely for
recreational purposes which should keep
any predators at bay.

Grafton enjoyed a golden age in
the 1980s when several Surrey League
Championships were won. It still retains
much of its old-world charm, but at the
same time is a thriving club with seven
tennis courts, three squash courts and most
importantly a convivial bar. There is a
qualified tennis coach who runs courses
for adults and juniors and a squash coach.
New members are welcome - for details
go to www.graftontennisandsquash.co.uk
or call Murray Sutton (020 7622 3628).

Lisa Stickley London
An interesting new shop opened recently
at 74b Landor Road, Clapham North,
next door to the Old Post Office Bakery
(formerly in Venn Street). Lisa Stickley
graduated from the Royal College of Art
in 2002 with an MA in Printed Textiles,
and as a result of her degree show was
commissioned to design exclusive ranges
of table wear for Burberry and Harrods.
She set up her own business the next
year and her ranges, which now include
napkins, tablecloths, table mats, tea
towels, cushions, aprons and lots more,
are stocked by major stores all over the
world. Up to now they have only been
available in England in stores such as
Liberty and Heals and on line, but now
Lisa has opened a shop on the ground
floor of her Landor Road premises, and
her studio and workshop are in the
basement.

There are currently nine different
collections, some of which also include
fine bone china, enamelware and bed
linen. The designs are a combination of
naive imagery and interesting graphics,
rather quirky and very English. It is well
worth a trip to her shop if you are looking
for an unusual and stylish gift or just to
see the attractively displayed collections.
See www.lisastickleylondon.com or
telephone 020 7737 8067 for opening
times.

St Luke’s Music Society
The next concert in this season’s series is
on Saturday 31 March at 7.30 pm at
St Luke’s Church, Ramsden Road, SW12.
Appropriately for Passiontide the
Festival Chorus will be performing
Dvorak’s Stabat Mater, a moving setting
of a 13th century hymn written by Dvorak
in response to the terrible tragedy of the
loss of his first three children within three
years.

For more details and tickets (£8 or
£5 concessions) telephone the box office
on 020 8673 9285.

Medieval Machines

This exhibition which continues at
Wandsworth Museum until 11 March is

a fascinating blend of art, craft, science
and technology from the middle ages. You
can try your hand at weaving and printing,
operate a water wheel and assemble an
early clock. You can even knock down a
castle wall with the newly invented siege
machine. This travelling exhibition from
Science Projects features a host of
interactive exhibits that demonstrate the
scientific principles behind a range of
medieval machines and inventions. For
details: www.wandsworth.gov.uk/museum

or call the museum on 020 8871 7074.




Margaret French
The death in December of Mrs Margaret (Peggy) French, a member of
the Clapham Society for many years, will leave a huge gap in the field of
animal welfare in this part of London. With her husband Wilfred, now in
Collingwood Court, she worked tirelessly and fearlessly to improve the
lot of countless animals.

Margaret came to live in Clapham in 1946. Her first husband, Eric
Kent, was an architect who in the immediate post war years was involved
in the restoration of buildings after bomb damage. Two of these buildings
were Deane’s the chemist, now Zeitgeist, and Ross’s Optical Works, now
the QAS building on North Side. They occupied the flat above Deane’s,
and Margaret remained there, after her widowhood and marriage to
Wilfred, until her sudden, but peaceful, death over half a century later.

Margaret always cared deeply for the Common. Last October it was
Margaret who first alerted the Society to the surprise felling of trees close
to her home, having been informed about it by her daughter Georgea.

We send our deepest sympathy to all her family and friends. She will
be sorely missed by many.

Please send me ....... copies of Discovering Clapham @ £7.50 (£6 to
members of the Clapham Society) plus £2 post and packing per copy.

F AN [0 ] £ TR

Postcode......ccccooveeeeiiiirenen

Return this form with your cheque, payable to The Clapham Society,
to Alyson Wilson, 22 Crescent Grove, London SW4 7AH.
Orders will be sent out early in March..
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Bicentenary of the
Abolition of the Slave
Trade Act 2007

On Saturday 24 March there will be a short
service at Holy Trinity, Clapham Common at
1 pm before the start of the Walk of Witness.
The walk will leave the church at about

1.20 pm and finish at Kennington Park at
around 2 pm.

At Kennington Park the walkers from
Clapham will meet up with the main walk
which will start at Whitehall Place and go via
Parliament Square and Lambeth Bridge to
Kennington. The walks will culminate in an
act of worship in Kennington Park, led by the
Archbishops of Canterbury and York, with
Primates from the West Indies and Ghana
attending.

For more details of this event go to the
website www.makingourmark.org.uk

On Sunday 25 March to mark the day on
which the Act came into effect in 1807, the
distinguished black historian, S I Martin, will
lead a walk around places in Clapham
associated with the Clapham Sect and their
campaign for the abolition of the slave trade.

The walk will commence at 4.00 pm at Holy
Trinity Church on Clapham Common. For more
details contact David Perkin on 020 8673 2570.

If you have any queries about The Clapham Society
or have news of local events, please contact the
appropriate person bel ow:

Chairman John Adams
18> Macaulay Road, London SW4 0QX
Tel/Fax: 020 7720 4764

Vice-Chairman and Events John How
26 Lynette Avenue, London SW4 9HD

Tel/Fax: 020 8673 3945

Email: john@jh995.freeserve.co.uk
Treasurer

15 Turret Grove, London SW4 OES
Tel: 020 7720 7536

Membership Secretary

30 Trinity Close, London SW4 0JD
Tel: 020 7627 4770

Secretary Jill Cramphorn
552 Wandsworth Road, London SW8 3JX

Tel/Fax: 020 7720 3343

Planning M atters Philip Ashford
45 Rodenhurst Road, London SW4 8AE

Tel: 020 8674 1727 Email: pjashford@yahoo.co.uk
Common and Open Spaces Anna Jefferson Smith
22 lveley Road, London SW4 OEW

Tel: 020 7622 8285 Email: annajs@mac.com
Newsletter and Publications Alyson Wilson
22 Crescent Grove, London SW4 7AH

Tel: 020 7622 6360 Fax: 020 7622 7899
Email:_alysonwilson.sw4@virgin.net

Details of meetings, activitiesand afull list of our
publications are on The Clapham Society web site at
www.outlines.org.uk/claphamsociety/

David Brown

Jennifer Everett




