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Discovering Clapham

Our new book, Discovering Clapham, will be published at the end of February. The
book starts with an overview of the history of Clapham, setting out how it developed
from a little rural village to the bustling part of inner London it is today. The following
seven chapters take seven different areas of Clapham, and illustrate a selection of

the interesting buildings, giving some background and details to put them in context.
[1lustrations and information about some notable former residents are included in
appropriate places.

This is our first colour publication — 104 pages with an illustration on nearly every
one and mostly in colour! Many of the pictures are new photographs, taken over the last
few months. Older pictures include prints and drawings, historic photographs as well
as paintings and watercolours, which for the first time we are able to do justice to by
printing them in colour.

Discovering Clapham, price £7.50 (£6.00 to members), will be available at our
March meeting, or by completing the order form on the back page of this newsletter.

Common News

The Lambeth Events Strategy of March 2006 is under review in a process referred to
as Refresh. Comments are to be with the Lambeth Events Officer by 9 February. The
Society will be aligning with the Clapham Common Management Advisory Committee
on which it has a strong representation. We will be asking, yet again, for better control
over avoidance of damage to the environment, wider spacing of large events and better
control of noise from events.

Late in December we learned that the Mayor of London had asked Lambeth
Council to host the annual anti-racism festival RISE on Clapham Common. The 200th
anniversary of the Act to Abolish the Transatlantic Slave Trade and its leadership by
William Wilberforce and the Clapham Sect make Clapham the venue of choice. All the
political parties are in favour of this. However the scale of this event contravenes three
of the main planks of the Lambeth Council Events Strategy. Last year’s event attracted
over 100,000 people; Lambeth’s Strategy has a ceiling of 20,000 for large events. The
event will require 150% of the ground usually allowed for a large event. There will be
only 11 clear days before the next large event.

Anna Jefferson Smith expressed the Society’s concern about these issues at the
Lambeth Council Cabinet meeting on 8 January. Although we are happy to support a
free music festival around two good causes we will express our worries at the Premises
Licence hearing, particularly on the grounds of health and safety and the potential for
environmental damage.

On 16 January we opposed the increased sound levels requested for the Lock ‘n’
Load music event proposed for the end of August. The Licensing Sub-Committee
agreed by a majority of two to one to allow this event to proceed with a substantially
increased maximum sound level at Windmill Drive. We were perturbed to learn at the
hearing that the promoters had agreed this with the Noise Officers prior to the meeting.
Once again, Lambeth’s Events Strategy is to be breached.

Our regular monthly meetings are held
at Clapham Manor Primary School,
Belmont Road, SW4. The hall is open
from 7.30 pm when coffee and tea are
normally available. The talk begins at

8 pm and most meetings finish by

9.30 pm. All meetings are open to non-
members and are free of charge. Please
bring your friends along.

Wednesday 14 February

Waste and recycling. What happens to the
waste in our orange sacks? Do residents
recycle enough? What happens to ‘green
waste’? Olatz Garrde-Mazkiaran and
members of the Lambeth Waste Recycling
team will make a presentation on these
subjects and discuss our questions and
concerns. Dr Iain Boulton, Communities
and Education Officer, Lambeth Parks, will
also join in the discussion.

Wednesday 21 March

‘Seven o’clock and not a baby bathed’.
Robert Holden tells the story of a Lambeth
midwife, Elizabeth Halston (1881-1975),
who was a widow with three children
when she trained in the 1920s to become

a midwife. One of the first of the LCC’s
domiciliary midwives, she lived and
worked in Clapham during the Second
World War, going out in the darkest days
of the Blitz to deliver babies. Her grandson
will tell the story of this unsung heroine.
Wednesday 25 April

Tree House. Clapham now boasts one of
the most environmentally forward-looking
houses in London, but four years ago the
site where it stands was notable only for
its general air of dereliction and its large
sycamore tree. Will Anderson bought

the site and became an ‘eco-builder’

(as chronicled in The Independent).

He will tell us about some of the trials

and triumphs involved in constructing
Tree House.
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Wandsworth Museum
Under Threat

Wandsworth Council is planning to close
Wandsworth Museum in order to save
money, and the exhibits are to be stored in
disused chapels, where they will be prey
to thieves, rodents and the weather.

Wandsworth Museum deals with
the history and communities of the
Wandsworth area, and is one of the
most successful and enterprising local
museums in London. Because it is on our
doorstep, it is quite likely you have visited
it yourself, possibly with your children
or grandchildren, and you and they have
enjoyed its exhibits and activities. Now
all this is set to go.

If this proposal fills you with dismay,
please write without delay to your
councillors (if you live in a Wandsworth
ward), the leader of Wandsworth Council
at the Town Hall and the Wandsworth
Borough News. A wave of letters may
force Wandsworth Council to think again.
But please hurry. The crucial meeting
takes place on 6 February.

Note

The Annual General Meeting will
be Tuesday 16 October and NOT
Wednesday 17 October, as stated in
the calendar for the year issued with
the December/January newsletter.

Canaletto in England
Canaletto came to England in 1746 and
stayed for nine years. The exhibition
which has opened recently at Dulwich
Picture Gallery brings together many

of his paintings from this period. His
views of Venice were already popular
with Englishmen on the Grand Tour,

and whilst in England Canaletto painted
many of their country houses and castles,
views of Venice and decorative schemes
for London houses as well as memorable
views of London.

Several paintings in the exhibition are
from private collections and rarely seen
by the public. This is an exhibition which
should not be missed. It continues until
15 April. Dulwich Picture Gallery, Gallery
Road, SE 21 is open Tuesday-Friday
10 am - 5 pm, weekends 11 am - 5 pm.
Entry to the Gallery and exhibition:
£7 adults; £6 seniors. Why not consider
becoming a friend of the gallery, which
allows unlimited free entry to the gallery
and all exhibitions? Full details at

www.dulwichpicturegallery.org.uk or
020 8693 5254.

New members

We have welcomed the following new
members recently: Clifford Cope,
Jonathan Crombie, Hester Davies and
Richard Greenwood, Karen Harkness
and Gavin Cresswell and Sheamus
Maher.

No More Music Rolls
For a very long time, indeed probably
most of the last century, on the wall above
one of the shops in the High Street was a
painted advertisement for the Music Roll
Exchange. In December, this was painted
over. Wall advertisements like this have
no form of protection, and the owners of
the property were perfectly within their
rights: but it is still a sad loss.

Few painted advertisements like
this now survive, and often they do so
only when they have been covered by a
hoarding, emerging when the hoarding
is taken down. One example, also in
the High Street, is an advertisement
for Gillette. Another recent uncovering
is two large advertisements on a wall
at the junction of Wandsworth and
Lambourn Roads, for Redfern’s rubber
mats and rubber soles. All these have
been photographed — it is important to do
this before either keen renovators or the
weather can get at them.

This picture of the Music Roll
Exchange advertisement appears in
our new book, Discovering Clapham,
announced elsewhere in this Newsletter.

Two important

meetings

On Wednesday 7 February at 7.30 pm
there will be a meeting of the Clapham
and Stockwell Area Committee at

the YMCA, King George’s House,

40 Stockwell Road, SW9. The agenda
includes feedback and discussion on
Future Lambeth (formerly Revitalise)
—1i.e . regeneration in Clapham; and
Communities First — proposals to change
public consultation in Lambeth by
replacing the town centre forum and area
committees with a new area assembly.
Aims include increasing the emphasis on
community engagement and strengthening
the role of the ward councillor.

On Tuesday 27 February at 7 pm
there will be a meeting dedicated solely
to Communities First, organized by the
Clapham and Stockwell Town Centre
Board at the West Indian Ex-Servicemen’s
Association, 165 Clapham Manor Street,
SW4.

Clapham Society members need to
be aware of these proposals. For updates
and a chance to question councillors
and officers please attend one of these
meetings.




Gone Beyond Recall:
British Music Hall?

For our final meeting of 2006 Maurice
Stewart organised, in his own words:
‘An evening of social history and
entertainment’ based on British Music
Hall. The venue was the upstairs room at
The Rise pub — a particularly appropriate
place for such an event as it was a good
example of an early suburban music hall
when it was built over 100 years ago,
and is still used for today’s equivalent of
popular entertainment for a lusty young
interactive audience, a Comedy Club.

Maurice traced the history and
evolution of the 200-year long music hall
tradition from low tavern entertainment to
karaoke, showing how it has continually
changed to accommodate changes in
taste (or lack of it!). His remarks were
interspersed with numbers performed by
the talented group of performers he had
assembled for the evening.

Although Maurice was surprised that
not many of his audience remembered
local theatres, he was impressed by their
skill in recognising popular songs from
the past when Paul Guinery, the pianist
for the evening, played the first few bars
and eventually just the opening notes of
the tunes. And as the evening progressed
the audience proved that they had not
forgotten the old songs and the art of
‘singing-along’.

The performers, Hugh Allison, Paul
Biggin, Norma Dunbar, Collette Kelly,
George Owen, Rod McLennan, Emily
Sills and Ruth Silvestre gave us many of
the well-known numbers from different
periods, including Just a Song at Twilight,
Sally in our Alley, Roses of Picardy and
Don’t Dilly Dally. It turned out later that
the great-nephew of the composer of that
last song was in the audience!

It was a lively and stimulating
evening, which left us with food for
thought. Alongside the pleasure of hearing
old popular songs well rendered, Maurice
invited his audience to address the serious
issue of whether the tradition does and
should survive. To some extent it has
mutated and young audiences now ‘sing-
along’ to The Sound of Music or Mamma
Mia, but do they also tend to hide away
behind computer games and i-pods, and
does it matter? It was encouraging that the
evening’s audience included at least some
young people.

We are very grateful to Maurice
Stewart for yet again using his
professional expertise to provide the
Clapham Society with a most entertaining
evening. We would also like to thank the
performers mentioned above for their
services, Garth Browne for supervising
the sound and light and our secretary, Jill
Cramphorn, for providing piano music
before the main show commenced.

Tree felling

Lambeth Council continue to maintain that the eight ash trees felled on the Common
close to Holy Trinity Church last October were diseased, dying or dead. The paperwork
which we obtained from the Council under the Freedom of Information Act is confusing

and we will be asking for further clarification.
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A tree felled by the storm on 18 January blocked The Pavement for several hours

New bus route
A new bus route — the 452 — now
serves parts of Clapham. It runs from
Wandsworth Road station via Wandsworth
Road, Queenstown Road, Chelsea Bridge,
Sloane Street, Kensington High Street and
Notting Hill to Kensal Rise.

Concern has been expressed that
the introduction of this service, and
the accompanying slight reduction in
frequency of the 137 bus, would create
problems for Clapham residents. So
far the (anecdotal) evidence seems
inconclusive. The new route is a definite
plus for those within easy reach of
its stops, and it could help reduce the
congestion we must all have experienced
on the 137 between Knightsbridge and
the southern end of Queenstown Road.
If the frequency of 137s is significantly
reduced, however, those heading for
Clapham Common and beyond could
face problems. We shall keep an eye on
developments as the route settles in.

South London Murders
Clapham Society member and regular
contributor of historical articles to
local magazines, Peter de Loriol, has
recently published a book with this title.
Based on original documents, trial and
inquest transcripts, personal stories and
contemporary newspaper reports, the
book studies crimes from the from St
Alfege’s murder in Greenwich in the
eleventh century to Croydon’s notorious
Craig and Bentley case in 1952.

South London Murders, published by
Sutton Publishing, is available from local
bookshops, price £12.99.

Leaf

One of the latest businesses to start up in
Clapham is Leaf, an online tea shop. Leaf
was set up by Delphine de Chabalier last
year. After working for and becoming
disillusioned by a major tea company,
Delphine set up the company to provide
tea for the cognoscenti... and the curious!
She has a whole range of teas, up to hand-
rolled, hand packed tea ‘balls’, or one can
buy sample packs of various types and
flavours of teas. Delphine’s workshop

is in the Clapham North Art centre (Unit
3F), 26-32 Voltaire Road but it’s best to
check first before visiting (07905 858972
or info@leafshop.co.uk). Or you can buy
on-line at www.leafshop.co.uk with an
introductory discount of 15% on local
residents’ first order if you quote the
promotional code ‘clapham’ at the online
checkout.




Our Natural Neighbours: Clapham’s Wildlife
Treasures

People walking across Clapham Common, or walking the streets of Clapham on their
way to or from work, school, home or shopping, won’t be surprised to learn they share
these places and features with a variety of wild plants and animals. Most will be familiar
with animals like foxes, pigeons and grey squirrels, or trees and plants like oak, buddleia
and amenity grass, but in fact there’s much, much more than just the ‘regulars’ in
Clapham when it comes to wildlife.

In June 2006 Lambeth launched its first ever ‘Biodiversity Action Plan’ (Lambeth
BAP) following a long period of consultation and adoption by the Council and its
community partners. ‘Biodiversity’ is an abbreviation of the term ‘biological diversity’,
which is a measure of the ‘richness of life’ — wildlife as well as human — in any given
location or area: the more ‘biodiverse’ an area is, the greater the various forms of life
(“species’) present and the greater the variety of places (‘habitats’) to provide shelter and
food. Delivering the Lambeth BAP has been a key event in recognising the importance
of the borough for wildlife, and helps us identify the various actions we all need to
undertake to protect and promote biodiversity.

The Lambeth BAP contains a series of ‘Action Plans’ for names, habitats and species
which we have agreed are ‘flagships’ for the borough, either because they are rare and
declining and need to be conserved, or they are common but good management and use
encourages other species and habitats to do well and spread to other locations. The BAP
provides actions that we can all take to ensure wildlife thrives, as well as information on
why species and habitats are important for Lambeth and the UK, and if they are legally
protected or under threat and from what.

So is Clapham good for wildlife and biodiversity? The answer is a definite yes, in
that the whole area, Clapham Common included, contains all the things wildlife needs to
survive and succeed. Not surprisingly the Lambeth BAP makes mention of Clapham and
many local sites or features known to be used by or attractive to wildlife. Clapham is full
of buildings, ponds, gardens, trees, railway lines and open spaces, which are popular with
wild plants and animals such as house sparrows, thrushes, bees, beetles, ferns, lichens
and wild flowers. The Lambeth BAP contains Action Plans for these habitats so we can
provide advice and guidance to Clapham’s householders, landowners and businesses on
how to keep them attractive to wildlife or how they can attract new species and habitats
by changing the way sites are managed or developed.

The Lambeth BAP also contains Action Plans on rare or exciting species like
mistletoe, stag beetles and reptiles, which we know are found in certain parts of
Lambeth. Do these occur in Clapham? Well, we don’t know for certain as we still need
further surveys of Clapham to find out where they are or what prevents them from being
there. However, the Lambeth BAP identifies what people in Clapham can and should
do to encourage these species to either stay or come in. However, if you know you have
stag beetles, mistletoe, lizards, slow worms or grass snakes, as well as other rare or
uncommon plants and animals in your garden or where you live or work, we would be
delighted to hear about this, as we can then provide advice and help to keep them there.

There is so much to wildlife and biodiversity in Lambeth and Clapham that we could
go on forever about it but this is simply an introduction to this interesting subject. If you
would like to learn more about the Lambeth BAP (including obtaining a copy), and what
you can do for wildlife in your home, garden, school or open space, or even where you
work, feel free to get in touch with me on 020 7926 6209 or email:
iboulton@lambeth.gov.uk

Dr lain Boulton
Lambeth Parks and Green Spaces

Please send me ...... copies of Discovering Clapham @ £7.50

(£6.00 to members of The Clapham Society) plus £2.00 post and packing per copy.
NAME. ..o

AQAIESS. .o
.............................................. Post Code...................

Tl NOL

Return this form with your cheque, payable to The Clapham Society, to:
Alyson Wilson, 22 Crescent Grove, London SW4 7AH.
Orders will be sent out early in March.

Concert at Holy Trinity
On Saturday 24 February the
Philharmonia Orchestra will give a
concert at Holy Trinity Church at
7.30 pm, featuring new music especially
commissioned for the Bicentenary of
the Abolition of the Slave Trade Act.
The concert is free, but tickets should be
booked in advance. A retiring collection
will be divided between Holy Trinity
Church and Anti-Slavery International.
For more details go to
www.philharmonia.co.uk or book tickets
on 0800 652 6717.

The Last Brew

Until 11 February at Wandsworth
Museum there is a display of
photographs taken by Liz Shaw at
Young’s Brewery, Wandsworth, shortly
before it closed in September 2006.
For more information telephone

020 8871 7074.

If you have any queries about The
Clapham Society or have news of local
events, please contact the appropriate
person below:

Chairman John Adams
18 !/ Macaulay Road, London SW4 0QX
Tel/Fax: 020 7720 4764

Vice-Chairman and Events John How
26 Lynette Avenue, London SW4 9HD
Tel/Fax: 020 8673 3945

Email: john@jh995.freeserve.co.uk
Treasurer David Brown
15 Turret Grove, London SW4 0ES

Tel: 020 7720 7536

Membership Secretary Jennifer Everett
30 Trinity Close, London SW4 0JD

Tel: 020 7627 4770

Secretary Jill Cramphorn
552 Wandsworth Road, London SW8 3JX
Tel/Fax: 020 7720 3343

Planning Matters Philip Ashford
45 Rodenhurst Road, London SW4 8AE
Tel: 020 8674 1727

Email: pjashford@yahoo.co.uk

Common and Open Spaces

Anna Jefferson Smith

22 Iveley Road, London SW4 0EW

Tel: 020 7622 8285

Newsletter and Publications

Alyson Wilson

22 Crescent Grove, London SW4 7AH
Tel: 020 7622 6360 Fax: 020 7622 7899

Email: alysonwilson.sw4(@yvirgin.net

Details of meetings, activities and a
full list of our publications are on The
Clapham Society web site at

www.outlines.org.uk/claphamsociety/




